
Airliner· 

hit 

by a 

model? 

AIRLINE captain Peter 
Gordon yesterday des­
cribed bow his craft with 
44 passell&'ers on board · 

was bit by a mysterious 
object - possibly a model 
plane - as it took off from 
Leeds-Bradford �irport. 

"W e w e r e  c l i m b i n c  
quite normally a t  about 
150 feet, at about 1,000 feet 
a minute. Suddenly some­
thine flashed across my 
windscreen. 
- "It was totally unidenti­
fiable. There was a larce 
thud. We beard it hit the 
fuselace and so did the 
passencers. There was no 
loss of pressure and all the 
controls were workill&', so 
we decided to carry on." 

· When the Dan-Air plane 
reached Jersey it was 
found to have a buckled 
propellor blade and two 
dents in the wine and 
fuselace. • 

Airport director Mr 
Gordon Dennison said 

-that a woman bad seen 
two model aircraft being 
flown in the area at the 
time of take-off. 

"Flying models in that 
area is illegal and if that 
turns out to be the case we 
will press for prosecu­
tion," he said. 

West Yorkshire police 
are investigatill&'. 


